
1 

 

  Fairfax  

  United  
  Methodist  
  Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO. 64446 

Office Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Office: 660-686-3314 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net 

 

Sunday Worship: 

 Sunday School - 9:30 am 

 Worship - 10:30 am 

 Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.  
             4:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: 

 Promise Keepers - 6:00 am 

 

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Study: 660-686-3314 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Email:  fairfaxumc@fairfaxmo.net 

Mailing Address:  
 Pastor Andrew Sanders 
   209 N 6th St 
 Tarkio, MO 64491 
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 “Thus, says the Lord: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the 
ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest 
for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’”  

Jeremiah 6:16 

 

As I look at the possibilities that spring will bring I am filled with 
hope and wonderment. I really enjoy all the gifts that God surrounds 
us with as I am out in nature. The past couple of weeks have been 
warm and spring like. Any opportunity I have I like to go hiking, so with 
the weather as warm as it has been I have been exploring the many 
state parks that surround us.  

I like to take my family with me as we head down paths that are 
unfamiliar to us but we can see many have traveled before. As I take in 
all that God has created I am often in awe of it all. For me this is my 
church a quiet space of time where self-reflection and my relationship 
with God are on the forefront of my thoughts.  

With all of these journeys whether it is here in Missouri, Nebraska or 
in Iowa one thing is present, the paths of which we take. Most are 
clear where we should go and how we can transverse our way forward 
but there are some that aren’t clearly marked. We have the choice of 
what path we go down and for the most part I get to where I need to 
be in the time span that I need to be there. I must admit that there 
was this one time where I went off the path, our time ran out and I 
had my two girls, Destiny and Drew with me. To this day this particular 
adventure still gets brought up from time to time.  

The adventure started like any other, I planned a path, took the 
necessary supplies to have water and food. This is an area that I had 
been in multiple times and I felt confidant of this “new” path I had 
mapped out. We started early and the weather was wonderful. We 
were following a creek, hiked for a couple hours, we stopped for lunch 
light a fire and roasted hot dogs on sticks along with beans that we 
heated up in the can, and we were all having a wonderful time.  

After lunch things changed, we came to a point in the river that it 
became deep and the sides steep, we could no longer follow its path so 
we climbed the hill. After an hour or so I realized that I lost my path 
and had to regroup, at this point I made the decision to head back to 
my vehicle. Long story short we got lost and used up a couple hours 

- Pastor Andrew Sanders 
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finding our way back. I ended up in the woods with the girls after dark for about 15 minutes before 
getting back to my car, the flash lights brought very little comfort. Those 15 minutes are forever 
burned into my girls’ memories, for in those 15 minutes’ fear was prevalent, hope was fleeting and 
their confidence in their father was waning.  

Life can be like that for each of us, can’t it? We strive to be on this wonderful path that God has 
created for us. Like the path that is described in Psalm 23:2-3 He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake. Sometimes however we find ourselves walking through the valley 
of death and during these times our fears can be real and prevalent, our hope can be fleeting and our 
confidence in our Father can seem to be waning.  

In times like these let us be confident that God has created great and wonderful paths for us to be 
on, paths that were meant to bring us happiness, love and show us mercy, paths that with each step 
are leading us closer to him.  

As we see the signs of spring continue to show all around us and we feel God directing our lives let 
us go with the confidence of his children knowing that our Father knows the way no matter what 
path we may have chosen to walk down.  

 Many people in this world choose not to walk down the path that God has set before them as 
Jeremiah says but let us follow the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, so that we 
may find rest for our souls. 

Continued from page 1 

Pastor’s  Corner 

Mission Opportunities 

FAMILY TRIPS 

Making Faith a Family Endeavor 

(Sponsored by YouthWorks which partners with the United Methodist Church to provide 
mission  
opportunities for youth and families.) 

Service experiences are an important factor in helping kids’ faith stick. And that’s what we 
want! Children who grow into teenagers and become adults with strong, lasting faith. So 
we’ve teamed up with the Sticky Faith Initiative to create Family Trips that deepen kids’ 
faith and strengthen family relationships. 

Family trips include… 

 4 day trips at only $129 per person (under 3 free) 

 Flexible schedules and supportive staff 

 Interactive devotionals tailored to families 

 Hands-on service that kids and adults can do side-by-side 

 A meaningful context for families to talk about faith together 

Mission trips planned for this summer include Columbus, OH; Madison, WI; Raleigh-Durham, 
NC; and Superior, WI (Duluth Area). 
 

Youth (middle school, high school) mission trips are also available through YouthWorks as 
well as jobs as summer staff for college age and above.  More information can be found at 
youthworks.com. 
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Women’s Evening Edition 

The February 8th meeting of WEE began with president, Mardee Collingham, leading in prayer.  
Six members attended on this cold, wintry night: Mardee Collingham, Sandy Burke, Mary Brown, Alice 
Kemerling, Lois Wiley and Amy Sefrit. 

Members had read the minutes in the church newsletter and approved. Sandy reported a balance of 
$1,452.68 in the regular account. This did not include the parsonage fund. 

Old business was discussed first as time was needed to complete plans for the ham dinner and basket 
auction February 19th. Several plans for decorations were discussed with a decision made to use as-
sorted spring colored table cloths and napkins with candle centerpieces (using battery votives). The 
meal list was reviewed and finalized. Mardee will send a copy to Darla at the office to be emailed to 
WEE members. Since no other activities were known to be on the calendar before the 19th, the group 
decided that tables could be set up following the Seenager meeting . With tables already in place 
members should be at the church at 9:00 a.m. to finish the meal on the 19th. With work finished on 
time, all should be able to attend the worship service. 

Seenagers will be meeting Saturday evening February 11th at 6:00 with a potluck meal and Newly Wed 
game prepared by Sandy Burke. Those attending are asked to bring a wedding picture. 

Amy Sefrit had been assigned the task of selecting the next study book. One more chapter is left in the 
Unglued book by Lysa Terkeurst. The group decided to leave more flexibility with members on devo-
tion presentations. Members may choose to use a devotion from their own sources or use a new devo-
tion book by Lysa Terkeurst What Happens When Women Say Yes to God or a chapter from the book 
This Isn’t the Life I Signed Up For by Donna Partow. Each will be available at the WEE meetings. 

Lois reported that more Bibles are needed for the prison ministry. WEE had voted in 2016 to supply 
Bibles to the jail so Lois was given the go ahead to purchase more of the paperback, larger print Bibles 
as needed. Lois also reported that the jail had plenty of books to read but could always use more puz-
zle books such as crossword, seek and finds etc. 

Alice reported that the air ducts at the parsonage had been cleaned costing $754. Sandy had trans-
ferred this amount from the WEE parsonage fund to the church treasury so that a check could be writ-
ten. WEE will also pay for paint used, flooring and ceiling tile. The ham dinner will help replace money 
used from the parsonage fund. 

Amy presented the lesson from the chapter “My Soul Needs to Exhale” from Unglued. We need to 
schedule time to rest and reflect even when our schedules say No. We can do less, and be more by in-
haling and exhaling in a gentle rhythm set by God provided we keep the Sabbath. 

Sandy provided delicious valentine refreshments. 

$12 was collected for the Tarkio Food Pantry in the evening’s mission offering. 

Mardee will provide refreshments in March but no one has signed up for the devotion. 

Adult Sunday School  

All adults are invited to attend the Sunday morning 
class in the church conference room. Class begins 
at 9:30 a.m. Ray Vander Laan, teacher and Biblical 
historian, takes the class to biblical places by video 
and makes the narratives of our faith come alive. 
Exciting, thought provoking, insightful, inspiring 
are just a few of the words to describe the lessons 
that put Bible stories in to their historical context. 
Come be a part of this Sunday morning fellowship. 
First time attendees are more than welcome! 

Don’t Forget… 

Daylight Saving Time begins  
Sunday,  
March 12th. 

Turn your 
clocks AHEAD 
one hour! 
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Seenagers 

Seenagers will be 
meeting at Anchor 
Manor in Auburn, 
Nebraska on Saturday, 
March 18th at 6 pm. 

As always RSVP to 
kisco1@msn.com or  
660-736-5750 is 
appreciated.  

Soup-er Bowl Dinner Workers on 2/5/17 

Lois is looking for people 
who are willing to do the 
Prison Ministry when she 

is not able to do it 
because of health reasons 
or am out of town for a 

length of time.  

Please call Lois at  
736-4965 or 623-0040. 

Thank you. 

Fairfax UMC,  

Let’s Do Lunch! 

Members of our church family are serving the 
Fairfax community by volunteering with Meals 
on Wheels.  They deliver meals to Fairfax resi-
dents every other Friday. The ministry team is 
asking for more volunteers to join the team.  
With more team members, each person could 
be responsible for one Friday every other 
month.  Delivery only takes an hour.  If you 
are interested in joining the team, contact 
Bob Sefrit or sign up at the west desk. 

For millions of Americans, Meals on Wheels is 
literally the difference between remaining in 
their own homes and needing to relocate to a 
nursing facility. The nutritious meal, friendly 
visit and safety check help them cope with 
three of the biggest threats of aging: hunger, 
isolation and loss of independence. 

Church Finance  

Report for  

January 1 - 31, 2017. 

 

Expenses: 
 

Administrative/Office : ...................... $ 230 

Nurture: ........................................ $ 142 

Sunday School 

Upper Room 

Budget Envelopes 

Staff Salaries: ............................... $ 5,714 

Trustees: ..................................... $ 2,491 

Maintenance 

Insurance 

Utilities 

 

Total Expenses:                        $ 8,577 

 

Total Offerings:                         $ 8,163 

 

January Difference:                   - $ 414 

ReminderS: 

 We still offer Electronic Giving! If you’d 
like to get set up to where your offering is  
transferred ‘automatically’ from your  
account to the church’s account…(no more 
checks to write!)...just pick up a form 
from the church office. 

 If at anytime, you’d like to receive our  
newsletter by email instead of through the 
mail...just email Darla in the church of-
fice, umc@fairfaxmo.net 

mailto:kisco1@msn.com
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The Women’s Evening Edition of the Fairfax United Methodist church held their 
Ham Dinner & Basket Auction on Sunday, February 19. 

The weather cooperated and a large crowd was 
served a delicious ham dinner, complete with green 
beans, cheesy potatoes, homemade rolls, drinks, 
salads and desserts. The women of the church did an 
amazing job preparing the dinner and providing a 
variety of salads and desserts. 

Seventeen theme baskets along with a quilt and 
wreath were donated by the women of the church. 
The baskets 
ranged from 
children 
items, Pioneer 
Woman 
articles, a 

baby basket and even a fire pit. A Northwest Missouri State 
basket featured a football signed by all the players of the 

championship team. 

Jim Davis and Ed Taylor 
auctioned the baskets off. 
Fun was had by all and over 
$4000 was raised. In the past 
year the women have 
purchased new stoves and a 
refrigerator for the church 
kitchen, contributed to 
CARE, Back Pack Buddies, 
the Atchison County 
Salvation Army, helped 
restore the parsonage and 
supported a number of 
mission projects. This dinner 

is the only fund raiser the group holds. The turnout and support 
is very much appreciated. 

WEE meets the second Wednesday of each month and new 
members are always welcome. 
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Mozambique Initiative  

Fairfax UMC’s Covenant Partner, Chokwe UMC, (pronounced: Shockweigh)  
is located in Chokwe, Mozambique, Africa. Map on right shows 
lower portion of Mozambique on the right side of the continent.  

The new church structure, lower right, was built and completed in 
2003. On the lower left is the inside of the old church. In 2004 they 
built a new parsonage. 

They have an average church attendance 
of 240 and 38 in Sunday School classes. 

Please keep Chokwe UMC in your prayers 
each week. Currently their area,  
the Gaza Province or District, has  
been experiencing flooding. In 2012 
flooding caused major problems for  
this community. 

Keep watch for more news! 

(photos by Craig Stevenson in 2012) 

Lent Worship Services 

Come and join us for the collaborative Lent series starting March 5th. Lent is the 40 days leading up to 
Easter, normally this is 40 days that church members are encouraged to do something that helps them 
to reflect each week on their relationship with Jesus, this year is a little different. You heard about it 
last month, the 5 area UMC’s are coming together to do a collaborative series of sermons that 
highlight our walk with Christ, each night will culminate with a little something special for you to take 
with you, for example our first Sunday at Rock Port UMC will end with a healing service. For any who 
are “weak or weary or heavy laden” we call you to come before Christ and be healed of your 
affliction. Every Sunday night will have a different element attached to each. I pray that each of you 
will find this Lent to be enriching, and each service invigorating to make this Lent a memorable one 
that brings you closer to Christ. 

 March  5th — at Rock Port UMC, 211 W Opp St., sermon by Pastor Andrew 

 March 12th — at Fairfax UMC, 305 N Broadway, sermon by Pastor Julie 

 March 19th — at Westboro UMC, 302 1st St., sermon by Pastor Bruce 

 March 26th — at Watson UMC, 201 East St., sermon by Pastor Julie 

 April 2nd — at Tarkio UMC, 201 N 6th St., sermon by Pastor Andrew 

  (All services at 5:00 pm with a light meal following each service.) 

Old church Old church-left, New church-right 

Chokwe 

South Africa 
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2017 MARCH 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Pastor’s Hours 

Tues & Thurs 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

417-770-6731 (cell) 
736-5823 (home) 

fairfaxumc@ 
fairfaxmo.net 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Mon—Thurs 

660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

 

Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday School:  
9:30 am 

Worship:  
10:30am 

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

1   Ash Wednesday 

 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

Ash Wed. Worship 
Service: 7:00pm 

2 3 4 

 

5   1st Sunday  
in Lent 

Lent Service: 
5:00pm  
at Rock Port UMC 

6 

fh reserved: Sorosis  
1-4pm 

7 8 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

W.E.E.: 6:30pm 

 

 

9 10 11 

 

12  2nd Sunday  
in Lent 

 

Daylight Saving 
Time begins 

Pleasant View Srv: 
3:30pm 

Lent Service: 
5:00pm  
at Fairfax UMC 

13 

 

14   

 

15 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 18 

Seenagers: 6:00pm 
@ Anchor Manor 
in Auburn, NE 

 

19  3rd Sunday  
in Lent 

Lent Service: 
5:00pm  
at Westboro UMC 

20   

fh reserved: Sorosis  
1-4pm 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

UMM: 6:00pm 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 25 

26  4th Sunday  
in Lent 

UMCOR Sunday: 
observed—formerly 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

Lent Service: 
5:00pm  
at Watson UMC 

Juda House:  
evening meal 

27 

Deadline:  
APR Newsletter 

 

 

28 

 

29 30 31  

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446 

660-686-3314    www.fairfaxumc.net  
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HOTLINES: 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK 
 ------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255) 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

T
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March Birthdays 

  

 Tammy Sly 03/01 
 Logan Pyeatt 03/01 
 Destiny Sanders 03/01 
 Jim Holtz 03/02 
 Julie Sanders 03/04 
 Jason Frohn 03/06 
 Thomas Shepard 03/09 
 Mary (Gilbert) Hale 03/10 
 Brice Ball 03/12 
 Scott Ray 03/13 
 Frank Gardner 03/13 
 David Bungenstock 03/17 
 Jim Schooler 03/17 
 Eric Davis 03/19 
 Tony Mitchell 03/20 
 Rebecca Jones 03/22 
 Sara Sue Taylor 03/24 
 Harrison Bennett 03/27 
 

March  

Anniversaries 
  

 John & Cheryl Brown 03/13 
 Randall & Tammy Sly 03/25 
 Jim & Bobbie Schooler 03/29 
 
 

If you or your loved ones are not  
on the list, contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

Women’s  

Evening Edition 

Wed., March 8 at 6:30 pm 

United 

Methodist Men 

Wed., March 22, 6:00 pm 

Thank you to everyone who helped, 

attended and donated at our Soup-er Bowl 

Dinner on Feb. 5th. We raised  $653 to be 

used for our church’s Mozambique 

Initiative Covenant partner, Chokwe UMC.  

-youth of Fairfax UMC 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship Service 

Wed., March 1 at 7:00 pm 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Serving our church  

in March: 

Acolyte:  the children  

Ushers:  Bob Sefrit and Ernest Hafner 

Communion Steward:  Roger Southard 

Altar Flowers:  Eddie & Sara Sue Taylor 

Liturgist:  Roger Southard 

Bulletins: Mar. 5 -  John & Sandy Burke 

 Mar. 12 -  

 Mar. 19 -  

 Mar. 26 -  

Web Site Sponsor:  ________________ 

Stewardship 2017: 
Receipts as of February 22, 2017: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 
  First Sunday 2,576.00  59 
  Second Sunday 1,898.00  30 
  Third Sunday 1,930.96  63 
  Fourth Sunday x  x 
  Fifth Sunday -  - 
   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 6,404.96 
Dec.’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00 
 

  Received  Received 
 Special Offerings: in Month To Date 
 Altar Flowers 35.00 70.00 
 Back Pack Buddies 0.00 0.00
 Building Use 150.00 150.00 
 Bulletins 40.00 90.00 
 Church Camp/Mission 0.00 0.00 
 Festival of Sharing 0.00 0.00 
 Food Pantry 0.00 25.00 
 FRB 0.00 0.00
 Loose Change/Youth Min.  ? 124.24 
    Soup-er Bowl Dinner 653 653
 Misc. Income 2,683.35 2,683.35 
 Sunday School 43.25 75.73 
 Web Site 27.00 26.00 
 Special Sundays: 
    Human Relations Day 58.00 58.00 
    UMCOR Sunday 0.00 0.00 
    Native American Ministries 0.00 0.00 
    Peace with Justice 0.00 0.00 
    World Communion 0.00 0.00 
    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 
 
BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 15,898.38 
 Needed to Date Total Income:   18,885.89     
     (2,360.74 weekly) 
  

facebook 
You can find a link on our church 
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.  

We do evening visits once 
a week or no less than 
twice a month. If you 
feel led to help or have 
more questions, please 

contact Lois 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040. 

Juda House 

We are rescheduled for Sunday, March 26th  

Same menu as we had in January when we had to 
postpone due to weather; ham and beans, corn-

bread, 
salad, and 
dessert.  

Please see 
Lois or 
Jayne with 
questions. 

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

We will be recognizing our birthdays 
and anniversaries on the last Sunday 
of each month during worship!  
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

MARCH 2017 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER FAIRFAX MESSENGER  

If you would rather  

receive this by email,  

please send your request 

to: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great 

Hour of Sharing) March 26th 
 

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon 
Haiyan in 2013—so many watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions 
feel entirely helpless. How could any one person make a difference in the wake 
of such widespread devastation? As responders around the globe scramble to help 
survivors, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. 

So don’t be fooled by the word committee. 
The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do. 

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name 

That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what 
allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in 
their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to 
race, religion or gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need. 

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering continues: 
 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 
 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded 
 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded 
 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond 

Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to 
Fairfax UMC, memo-UMCOR). You may either mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax 
MO 64446) or bring it to church and drop it into the offering plate. Thank You! 


